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Hanson Pipe & Precast has supplied more than 29,000 linear feet of concrete pipe to the 8.4-mile, $1 billion, publicly funded,
design-build Dallas-Fort Worth Connector highway project. Although the project had already been given the green light by TxDOT,
when federal stimulus money became available, the Connector was identified as a priority shovel-ready job.
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Hartzel explains that Texas took the idea
of being shovel ready seriously and bene-
fited from having defined an ultimate scope
of approximately $1.6 billion for the DFW
Connector project, should additional funding
come available. "The original construction
project identified $667 million in improve-
ments that would have financing available,"
he said. "Less than a year later, ARRA fund-
ing was made available, and the DFW Con-
nector project was identified as a state and
regional priority for [the stimulus money].
At the peak of ARRA spending in late 2010,

527 full-time jobs at the DFW Connector
were a result of [stimulus] funding."
Concrete drainage components were spec-
ified by TxDOT for superior durability and
100-year lifecycle. Hanson Pipe & Precast’s
Grand Prairie and Cedar Hill, Texas, facili-
ties were selected by the developer, North-
Gate Constructors, a joint venture between
Fort Worth-based Kiewit Texas Construction
L.P. and San Antonio-based Zachry Con-
struction Corp., to design the concrete pre-
cast products that will be used to manage
stormwater drainage. North Texas Tollway
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Authority will provide toll collection.

Planning and design of the product began
in October 2009 and deliveries started in
February 2010. It is estimated that by the
project’s completion, Hanson will have pro-
vided more than 125,000 linear feet of con-
crete pipe and box culverts and 1,000
precast concrete structures.

“Being a design-build project with work
and design happening simultaneously in
multiple areas, timing is crucial, and it was
very important that we work with partners
who could help us stay on track by offering
products, service and flexibility to accom-
modate frequent schedule changes,” said
Abel Ortiz, drainage manager, NorthGate
Constructors. “Hanson has been highly so-
lution-based, adaptable and responsive to
our project’s needs.”

During peak hours (Monday through Fri-
day from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.), NorthGate con-
structors must maintain existing lane
capacity. Hanson has participated in weekly
meetings since the project’s start to go over
delivery schedules and product quantities
with NorthGate. To date, DFW Connector has
met all construction deadlines, and Hanson
Pipe & Precast is projected to complete its
product delivery and installation by late
2012. The DFW Connector is expected to be
completed in February 2014. — By Steve
Prokopy, Concrete Products Maganging Editor
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To date, Hanson Pipe & Precast has delivered 4,900 linear feet of concrete box culverts and 330 precast concrete drainage structures for the DFW Con-
nector project. Planning and design began in October 2009, with deliveries starting in February 2010. By the time the project is completed, Hanson
will have provided more than 125,000 linear feet of pipe and box culverts and 1,000 precast concrete structures by its target deadline of late 2012.
The DFW Connector is scheduled for completion in February 2014.
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